Results of preprocedure and postprocedure toe cultures in orthopaedic surgery.
This study was to determine whether there is any benefit to wrapping the toes sterilely during orthopaedic procedures not involving the foot but performed on the lower extremity. The group studied consisted of 12 patients who had an orthopaedic procedure performed in which the foot and toes were included in the surgical prep, but not involved in the surgical procedure. Nine of the 12 patients (75%) had positive results from preprocedural aerobic cultures and two of the 12 (16.6%) had positive results from preprocedural fungal cultures. Recolonization of the bacteria between the toes was also demonstrated. Sterile draping of the toes would minimize the risk of infection and also protect against bacteria that recolonize during the procedure.